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Good morning, how are you?”
principal Tej Pal Singh asked a
student. “I am fine sir. What
about you?” They stopped tochat
for a few minutes. It’s not some-
thing you see on the hierarchy-
conscious campuses of our edu-
cational institutions, whereit’s
more likely a student will walk
hurriedly by the principal, mut-
tering good morning, her eyes
fixed on the floor ahead of her.
But at the Rajkiya Pratibha
Vikas Vidyalaya (RPVV) in
Dwarka’s Sector 10, studentsare
encouraged to speak up, bothin
the classroom and outside. As
the Aam Aadmi Party fightsfora
second term in the Delhi elec-
tion, it’s worth revisiting the
party’s impact on education
through the story of this govern-
ment school.

1 witnessed this exchange in
end-2018 when I was takenona
+ school tour by Singh, who helped
me understand why the institu-
tion came out tops in an annual
ranking for 2018-19. In Septem-
ber, it made it to the top of Educa-
tHionWorld’s all-India rankings
. for the second consecutive year
in 2019-20; once again it was
named best government-runday
school. Singh retired in 2019 after
anearly 10-year stint, but this
RPVV—oneof22such schoolsin
Delhi—continues toshine.

When it won first place the

previous year, the Education
World magazine had said, “For
the first time since 2014, a Ken-
driya Vidyalaya (KV) is not
ranked No.1.” So how did this
RPVV school—where the
monthly income of 60% of par-
ents is not more than ¥3,000—
breast the tape ahead of the Cen-
trally-funded KVs, or the “crown
jewels” of public school educa-
tion, as the magazine described
them?

RPVYV schools have a stellar
record: It certainly helps that
they admit top-performing chil-
dren from government schools
in classes VI, IX and XI and are
considered theelite packamong
Dethi’s 1,000-plus state-run
schoois. These are English-me-
dium schools with manageable
classrooms of 35 children and
this particular RPVV school has
performed well in the rankings
for several years. Like all the
other government schools in
Delhi, they have benefited these
past five years. AAP increased
Delhi’s education budget by
106% to 39,836 crore in 2015-1€
and education gets roughly a
quarter of the Delhi govern-
ment’sannual expenditurenow.
“In2017-18, Delhi spent 23.8% of
its budget on education. Thisis
thehighest in the country where
anaverageexpenditure by states
is14.8,” said Shailendra Sharma,
principal adviser to the director
ofeducation, citing centralbank
statistics.
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PURE EV, the startup that has
raised funding at a valuation of
USD 35 Million and incubated by
IIT Hyderabad, launched its High
Speed Eleciric Scooter ‘EPluto
G’ recently.

Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy, Chair-
man, Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), said, “Iamvery happy to
cometotheInstitution for thefirst
time to join for EPluto 7G’s
launch, oneof fastest vehicleinits
class.1look forward tomoresuch
products in innovation. it was a

s e

T

school keeps winning

While the verdict is out on
whether or not these schools are
performingbetter on traditional
quantitative indicators such as
marks and dropout/enrolment
rates, nobody will dispute the
fact that AAP has changed the
way we view education.

Infrastructureis the most vis-
ible change: RPVV schools were
always better off than the rest
buteven these have seen signifi-
cant changes in the last few
years, starting with infrastruc-
ture, Singh told me then. “What-
ever we ask for, we get,” he said.
“Wehave a well-stocked library,
laboratories, grass-cutting
machines, a budget for civil
work, amulti-purposeair-condi-
tioned hallandevena2.5crore
runningtrackIdidn’trequest,”
he said. Singh proudly showed
methe washable 200m synthetic
turftrack that had been installed
afew yearsearlier as part of the

1hi government’s effort to
encourage sports in schools. In
its 2018-19 budget, the govern-
ment allotted 320 crore to pro-
mote sports and an additional
I10croretotraingirlsinself-de-
fence.

They pay attention to detail:
Prince Kumar said thatfor him,
it wasthe small things that made
a difference. The son of a DTC
bus driver who topped the sci-
ence stream in the CBSE XII
class exam with 97% in 2018, he
listed some of the factors that
made him study better: “The toi-

lets at school were very clean;
the midday meal was served at
the proper time and hygienically
by servers with covered hair and
gloves; students ate at tablesand
not on thefloor; teacherscameto
classon time; and every teacher
had a tablet so there was not
much paperwork that wasted
time,” he recalled of his two
yearsatthe RPVV in Dwarka.

They monitor progress
closely: The school makesit their
business to know everything
about its students. They track
how attendanceisrelated toaca-
demic performance. Overall,
they havealow absenteeismrate
at5-8%.Ifastudentdoesn’t come
to school on time frequently,
teachers investigate what’s
goingon. Ifthey findit’s because
of somediscord at home, thestu-
dent gets prompt counselling
support. “There’s arobust moni-
toring system that looks at
everything from health to per-
formance,” Singh told me.

The school measures thebody
mass index of its students and
tweaks their exerciseregimeand
midday meals based on the
results of these health surveys.
Their strategy for dealing with

- difficult students is to make

them take responsibility for
themselves. “You decide, you
introspectand choose, we won't
tell you what to do,” was one
teacher’s response to a student
whodidn’t want toappear foran
examination. The school everi
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Indian Institute of Technology
Hyderabad will be hosting a
three-day
Steel Conference (ISSC)’ 2020
from 25 to 27 March.
TheISSC2020isaunigue inter-

‘Indian Structural

van, Organizing Secretary of
18SC 2020 and Associate Profes-
sor, Department of Civil Engi-
neering, IIT Hyderabad, said,
“This conference is focused on
creatingaforum whereresearch-
ersand industrial experts having
explicit backgrounds butencoun-
tering similar challenges on

conducts a socio-economic sur-
vey ofitsstudents tounderstand
them better. The survey has
found that the monthly income
0f60% of their students’ parents
is not more than ¥3,000. Most of
their students are first-genera-
tionlearners from marginalized
families.

Everyone is focused on
“learning”: Like many of the
Delhi government’s better-run
schools, the teachers work hard
to bridge the gaps in the educa-
tion system, where rote learning
has always been the preferred
method of teaching(“We believe
in facilitating self-learning
rather than spoon-feeding,” one
told me).

Singh said then that the school
had access to the education min-
ister and academic autonomy.
They were encouraged to
develop their own syllabus.
Teacher shortage—aproblem at
many schools,—wasnot anissue
here. Teachers understand that
being knowledgeable is not the
sameas being able to communi-
cate that knowledge effectively
and they work hard on their
methodology of teaching.

' “We are very connected with
all stakeholders—staff, children,
parents, community,” biology
teacher Anita Singh told me
then. “That ‘it’smy school’ feel-
ing of ownershipis great.” Now
that other schools have the
magic formula, maybe the comn-
petition will befiercer next year.

Dual degree in G
by upGrad, lllT-B

Education platform upGrad has
launched a one-of-a-kind dua!

_ degree programin Computer Sci-

ence. The program has been
launchedasajoint flagship initia
tive with IIIT-Bangalore and Liv-
erpool John Moores University
(IJMU),

With nmsrgence of new-age
technology like Blockchain, At,
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